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water. Curiously enough, I noticed at the Queen's Hotel
the same waiter who had copied Douglas's map when we
first went to Aldershot. As this waiter was constantly talk-
ing to soldiers, I thought it my duty to report the matter to
General Hamilton Gordon, who had succeeded my husband
at Aldershot, and he immediately had the man interned* At
this time the wives of officers were very busy with the
work of the Sailors' and Soldiers' Families* Association.
This work entailed almost daily meetings at Government
House. I received a warning from Lord Kitchener that all
families living in barracks must leave in a week's time in
order to make room for troops to be quartered there. I was
in great distress of mind as to how to meet this fresh trouble,
which had conie sooner than was expected; but I was helped
by the arrival of Mr. Asquith, then Prime Minister, who
called at Government House to enquire how we were
getting on. He told me he felt very deeply for myself and
the" other wives at Aldershot. I took the opportunity to
show him Lord Kitchener's order, and he took it back with
him and arranged to get the time extended from one week
to a month. This allowed us to make arrangements for a
number of expectant mothers. The Louise Margaret Hospital
was already being used for the troops, but the Red Cross
came forward and helped me to form a splendid maternity
camp where the mothers could have every care and atten-
tion and the babies become strong and healthy. The mothers
were so grateful. We also organised an arrangement whereby
any moneys paid to the wives living in barracks as marriage
allowances could be banked for them in the Post Office
Savings Bank and could be uplifted at the destinations to
which they were going. The colonels* wives made arrange-
ments for the unfortunate wives and children who had no-
where to go. Indeed, most of the responsibility and arrange-
ments fell to the colonels* wives (and oh! how splendidly
they faced all their difficulties), as they were in such close
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